
                                WELCOME 

             Forty Fort    

                             
United Methodist 

  Church 



POWER IN THE BLOOD 



Call to Worship                                    

Leader: Gracious is the Lord, and 

righteous; our God is merciful. 

PEOPLE: I WALK BEFORE THE 

LORD IN THE LAND OF THE 

LIVING. 

 



Standing on the Promises 374 

Standing on the Promises 

(Verse 1) 

WORDS: R. Kelso Carter, 1886 (Eph. 6:14-17) 

1. Standing on the promises 

of Christ my King, 

through eternal ages 

let his praises ring; 



glory in the highest 

I will shout and sing, 

standing on the 

promises of God. 



Standing on the Promises  

(Refrain) 

Refrain 

Stand - - - ing,  
(Standing on the promises,) 

stand - - - ing, 
(standing on the promises,) 

standing on the promises 

of God my Savior; 



stand - - - ing, 
(standing on the promises,) 

stand - - - ing, 
(standing on the promises,) 

I’m standing on the 

promises of God. 



Standing on the Promises  

(Verse 2) 

2. Standing on the promises 

that cannot fail, 

when the howling storms 

of doubt and fear assail, 



by the living Word of God 

I shall prevail, 

standing on the 

promises of God. 



Standing on the Promises  

(Refrain) 

Refrain 

Stand - - - ing,  
(Standing on the promises,) 

stand - - - ing, 
(standing on the promises,) 

standing on the promises 

of God my Savior; 



stand - - - ing, 
(standing on the promises,) 

stand - - - ing, 
(standing on the promises,) 

I’m standing on the 

promises of God. 



Standing on the Promises  

(Verse 3) 

3. Standing on the promises 

of Christ the Lord, 

bound to him eternally 

by love’s strong cord, 



overcoming daily 

with the Spirit’s sword, 

standing on the 

promises of God. 



Standing on the Promises  

(Refrain) 

Refrain 

Stand - - - ing,  
(Standing on the promises,) 

stand - - - ing, 
(standing on the promises,) 

standing on the promises 

of God my Savior; 



stand - - - ing, 
(standing on the promises,) 

stand - - - ing, 
(standing on the promises,) 

I’m standing on the 

promises of God. 



Standing on the Promises  

(Verse 4) 

4. Standing on the promises 

I cannot fall, 

listening every moment 

to the Spirit’s call, 



resting in my Savior 

as my all in all, 

standing on the 

promises of God. 



Standing on the Promises  

(Refrain) 

Refrain 

Stand - - - ing,  
(Standing on the promises,) 

stand - - - ing, 
(standing on the promises,) 

standing on the promises 

of God my Savior; 



stand - - - ing, 
(standing on the promises,) 

stand - - - ing, 
(standing on the promises,) 

I’m standing on the 

promises of God. 



THE APOSTLES’ CREED 

TRADITIONAL VERSION 

I believe in God 

  the Father Almighty, 

 maker of heaven and earth; 

The Apostles‘ Creed –  

Traditional Version 

881 



And in Jesus Christ 

  his only Son our Lord: 

 who was conceived by the 

  Holy Spirit, 

  born of the Virgin Mary, 

  suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

  was crucified, dead, 

   and buried; 



 the third day he rose 

  from the dead; 

 he ascended into heaven, 

  and sitteth at the right hand 

  of God the Father Almighty; 

 from thence he shall come to 

  judge the quick and the dead. 



I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

 the holy catholic church, 

 the communion of saints, 

 the forgiveness of sins, 

 the resurrection of the body, 

 and the life everlasting. Amen. 



Glory Be to the Father 
WORDS: Lesser Doxology, 3rd–4th cent.   

71 

Glory be to the Father 

and to the Son 

and to the Holy Ghost; 

Glory Be to the Father 



as it was in the beginning, 

is now and ever shall be, 

world without end. 

Amen. Amen. 



HEAR OUR PRAYER,               

O LORD 



Fill My Cup, Lord 641 

Fill my cup Lord, 

I lift it up, Lord. 

Come and quench 

this thirsting of my soul. 
 

© 1959 Sacred Songs 

Fill My Cup, Lord 

WORDS: Richard Blanchard, 1959 (Jn. 4:5-15; 6:35) 



Bread of heaven, 

feed me till I 

want no more; 

fill my cup, 

fill it up 

and make me whole. 



Ezekiel 37:1-14  

1 The hand of the LORD was on me, and he 

brought me out by the Spirit of the LORD and 

set me in the middle of a valley; it was full of 

bones. 2 He led me back and forth among 

them, and I saw a great many bones on the 

floor of the valley, bones that were very dry. 3 

He asked me, ―Son of man, can these bones 

live?‖ I said, ―Sovereign LORD, you alone 

know.‖ 4 Then he said to me, ―Prophesy to 

these bones and say to them, ‗Dry bones, hear 

the word of the LORD! 5 This is what the 



Sovereign LORD says to these bones: I will 

make breath enter you, and you will come to 

life. 6 I will attach tendons to you and make 

flesh come upon you and cover you with skin; 

I will put breath in you, and you will come to 

life. Then you will know that I am the 

LORD.‘‖ 7 So I prophesied as I was 

commanded. And as I was prophesying, there 

was a noise, a rattling sound, and the bones 

came together, bone to bone. 8 I looked, and 

tendons and flesh appeared on them and skin 

covered them, but there was no breath in them. 



9 Then he said to me, ―Prophesy to the breath; 

prophesy, son of man, and say to it, ‗This is 

what the Sovereign LORD says: Come, breath, 

from the four winds and breathe into these 

slain, that they may live.‘‖ 10 So I prophesied 

as he commanded me, and breath entered them; 

they came to life and stood up on their feet—a 

vast army. 11 Then he said to me: ―Son of man, 

these bones are the people of Israel. They say, 

‗Our bones are dried up and our hope is gone; 

we are cut off.‘ 12 Therefore prophesy and say 

to them: ‗This is what the Sovereign LORD 



says: My people, I am going to open your 

graves and bring you up from them; I will 

bring you back to the land of Israel. 13 Then 

you, my people, will know that I am the 

LORD, when I open your graves and bring you 

up from them. 14 I will put my Spirit in you 

and you will live, and I will settle you in your 

own land. Then you will know that I the LORD 

have spoken, and I have done it, declares the 

LORD.‘‖  



Romans 8:6-11  

6 The mind governed by the flesh is death,  

but the mind governed by the Spirit is life and 

peace. 7 The mind governed by the flesh is 

hostile to God; it does not submit to God‘s law, 

nor can it do so. 8 Those who are in the realm 

of the flesh cannot please God.  9 You, 

however, are not in the realm of the flesh but 

are in the realm of the Spirit, if indeed the 

Spirit of God lives in you. And if anyone does 

not have the Spirit of Christ, they do not 

belong to Christ. 10 But if Christ is in you,  

 

 



then even though your body is subject to death 

because of sin, the Spirit gives life because of 

righteousness. 11 And if the Spirit of him who 

raised Jesus from the dead is living in you, he 

who raised Christ from the dead will also give 

life to your mortal bodies because of his Spirit 

who lives in you.  

(If you are able, please stand for the 

Reading of the Gospel) 

 



John 11:17-45  

17 On his arrival, Jesus found that Lazarus had 

already been in the tomb for four days. 18 

Now Bethany was less than two miles from 

Jerusalem, 19 and many Jews had come to 

Martha and Mary to comfort them in the loss of 

their brother. 20 When Martha heard that Jesus 

was coming, she went out to meet him, but 

Mary stayed at home.  21 ―Lord,‖ Martha said 

to Jesus, ―if you had been here, my brother 

would not have died. 22 But I know that even 

now God will give you whatever you ask.‖ 23 



Jesus said to her, ―Your brother will rise 

again.‖  24 Martha answered, ―I know he will 

rise again in the resurrection at the last day.‖ 25 

Jesus said to her, ―I am the resurrection and the 

life. The one who believes in me will live, even 

though they die; 26 and whoever lives by 

believing in me will never die. Do you believe 

this?‖ 27 ―Yes, Lord,‖ she replied, ―I believe 

that you are the Messiah, the Son of God, who 

is to come into the world.‖ 28 After she had 

said this, she went back and called her sister 

Mary aside. ―The Teacher is here,‖ she said,  



―and is asking for you.‖ 29 When Mary heard 

this, she got up quickly and went to him. 30 

Now Jesus had not yet entered the village, but 

was still at the place where Martha had met 

him. 31 When the Jews who had been with 

Mary in the house, comforting her, noticed 

how quickly she got up and went out, they 

followed her, supposing she was going to the 

tomb to mourn there. 32 When Mary reached 

the place where Jesus was and saw him, she 

fell at his feet and said, ―Lord, if you had been 

here, my brother would not have died.‖  

  



33 When Jesus saw her weeping, and the Jews 

who had come along with her also weeping, he 

was deeply moved in spirit and troubled. 34 

―Where have you laid him?‖ he asked. ―Come 

and see, Lord,‖ they replied. 35 Jesus wept. 36 

Then the Jews said, ―See how he loved him!‖ 

37 But some of them said, ―Could not he who 

opened the eyes of the blind man have kept this 

man from dying?‖ Jesus Raises Lazarus From 

the Dead 38 Jesus, once more deeply moved, 

came to the tomb. It was a cave with a stone 

laid across the entrance. 39 ―Take away the 



stone,‖ he said.  ―But, Lord,‖ said Martha,  

the sister of the dead man, ―by this time there is 

a bad odor, for he has been there four days.‖ 40 

Then Jesus said, ―Did I not tell you that if you 

believe, you will see the glory of God?‖ 41 So 

they took away the stone. Then Jesus looked up 

and said, ―Father, I thank you that you have 

heard me. 42 I knew that you always hear me, 

but I said this for the benefit of the people 

standing here, that they may believe that you 

sent me.‖ 43 When he had said this, Jesus 

called in a loud voice, ―Lazarus, come out!‖ 44 

 

 

 



The dead man came out, his hands and feet 

wrapped with strips of linen, and a cloth 

around his face. Jesus said to them, ―Take off 

the grave clothes and let him go.‖ The Plot to 

Kill Jesus 45 Therefore many of the Jews who 

had come to visit Mary, and had seen what 

Jesus did, believed in him.  

 

Leader: This is the Word of God for the 

People of God. 

PEOPLE: THANKS BE TO GOD. 

 



TIME FOR CHILDREN 



Precious Lord, 

Take My Hand 
474 

1. Precious Lord, 

take my hand, 

lead me on, let me stand, 

I am tired, I am weak, 

I am worn; 
© 1938 Hill & Range Songs, Inc., renewed Unichappell Music, Inc. 

Precious Lord, Take My Hand 

(Verse 1) 

WORDS: Thomas A. Dorsey, 1932 



through the storm, 

through the night, 

lead me on  

to the light: 



Refrain 

Take my hand, 

precious Lord, 

lead me home. 



2. When my way 

grows drear, 

precious Lord, linger near, 

when my life 

is almost gone, 

Precious Lord, Take My Hand 

(Verse 2) 



hear my cry, 

hear my call, 

hold my hand  

lest I fall: 



Refrain 

Take my hand, 

precious Lord, 

lead me home. 



3. When the 

darkness appears 

and the night draws near, 

and the day is 

past and gone, 

Precious Lord, Take My Hand 

(Verse 3) 



at the river I stand, 

guide my feet, 

hold my hand: 



Refrain 

Take my hand, 

precious Lord, 

lead me home. 



MESSAGE 

  WAS LAZARUS BLESSED, 

ARE WE? 



Blessings, believe in them and live them! 

Was Lazarus blessed? 



Miracles are the unleashing of the power and 

love of God! Blessings are one way in which we 

unleash this love! 



Everyday in everything the potential for 

blessings are real! 



A brief look at four lives.                 

How were these lives blessed? 

     Lazarus  Mary & Martha          Jesus 



Blessings of 

service and 

knowledge! 

 Blessings of 

drawing close to 

our Lord! 

 Blessings of 

comfort, hope, 

and love! 

 Blessings of 

friendship! 



Mary & Martha 

Fellowship with the 

Lord.                    

Growing in grace 

and                                            

knowledge.               

Mary at his feet.         

Martha in service. 

They received the 

blessings of the 

Lord and shared 

them! 



Blessing of new 

life! Profanely 

and spiritually! 

Blessing of 

being called by 

God!  

What were the risks for Lazarus? 

Blessings of faith & courage! 

Blessing of peace! Blessing of being 

in the Lord! 



Lazarus was dead,  

now he is alive! 

As sinners we are 

dead!                          

Dead in our sins!                      

Jesus calls us to a 

new life, he calls us 

from the tomb of our 

sins, into a life of 

grace & agape love.                  

This is a blessing! 



In his humanness our 

Lord received the 

blessings of the total 

fullness of God! He 

knew where this 

miracle of calling 

Lazarus from the 

dead would lead him! 

He knew how the 

Jewish leaders would 

respond! 



Three essentials in how 

we live our lives and 

how we grow in 

grace, love and 

knowledge, and how 

we recognize and pass 

forward the blessings 

of God given to us!  

1. New life. Rebirth. Born from above. The 

blessing of Salvation! We were once dead in our 

sins, now we have been called to rebirth through 

the grace of God in the Incarnation. 



2. Worship and 

Adoration! Sitting 

at the feet of the 

Lord. The blessing 

of worship! 

How easy it is to pass 

this blessing forward! 

Yet, how often we fail 

at it! Role of our image 

and commitment. 



We learn to love through 

our new life!  We learn to 

love as we sit at the feet 

of Christ. This is a new 

attitude for some of us. 

Some of us say, ―I sit at 

the feet of no one, in fact 

they sit at mine!‖ It is 

only at the feet of Christ 

in our new life through 

grace, love and 

knowledge that we learn 

how to live, how to love, 

and how to serve! 

 

3.The blessing of 

growing in Christian 

faith and education 

and servanthood!  



3. Servanthood. Following the example of Martha 

as she did in the image of our Lord! Willing to put 

others before ourselves. What kind of footprint are 

you leaving? 

The blessing of ministry & servanthood! 



Servanthood and calling.                      

What have we learned at the feet 

of our Lord?  



We need to recognize even today there are 

different ways of living.  

The crowd in Jerusalem were plotting to kill 

Jesus.  

Those in Bethany were sharing in fellowship, 

and growing in grace and knowledge at the feet 

of the Lord! 

To which crowd do you belong?  

What do you think, does it matter how you 

live? 



It is your witness, love, faith, courage, and 

knowledge through blessings received and 

blessings shared that will indeed . . . 



Is this the God made visible in your life? 



Please pray with me today, lets open our hearts, 

spirits and minds to the presence of God, let us 

ask God to remove all that stops us from being 

a blessing to others. Dear Lord Jesus, I know I 

am a sinner. I realize my sins have separated 

me from God. I believe that Jesus Christ is the 

Son of God. I believe He died on the cross for 

my sins. I believe He rose from the dead on the 

third day. With all my heart, I trust Jesus Christ 

as my  Savior. Come into my heart, give me 

new life. In Jesus‘ name, let me see the 

blessings and share them with others, Amen! 





BEHOLD THE LAMB 

SENIOR CHOIR 



Praise God, from Whom 

All Blessings Flow 
95 

Praise God, from whom 

all blessings flow; 

Praise him, all creatures 

here below; 

Praise God, from Whom All 

Blessings Flow 

(Old 100th) 

WORDS: Thomas Ken, 1674 



praise him above, 

ye heavenly host; 

praise Father, 

Son, and Holy Ghost. 

Amen. 



Offertory Prayer                                            

O GOD, AS JESUS RELEASED 

LAZARUS FROM THE HANDS OF 

DEATH, MAY OUR MINISTRY GIVE TO 

OTHERS THE PROMISE OF NEW LIFE.  

ACCEPT THE GIFTS THAT WE OFFER 

TO PROCLAIM YOUR LOVE.  USE 

OUR TALENTS IN WAYS THAT WILL 

SET OTHERS FREE.  MAY THE 

LIBERATING TRUTH OF CHRIST’S 

GOSPEL BE HEARD ANEW IN THE 

LAND. 



He Touched Me 367 

1. Shackled by a 

heavy burden, 

neath a load of 

guilt and shame, 
 

 

© 1963  William J. Gaither 

He Touched Me 

(verse 1) 

WORDS: William J. Gaither, 1963 (Mt. 8:3; Mk. 1:41; Lk. 5:13) 



then the hand of 

Jesus touched me, 

and now I am 

no longer the same. 



Refrain 

He touched me, 

O he touched me, 

and O the joy 

that floods my soul! 

He Touched Me  

(Refrain) 



Something happened, 

and now I know, 

he touched me 

and made me whole. 



2. Since I met 

this blessed Savior, 

since he cleansed 

and made me whole, 

He Touched Me  

(verse 2) 



I will never cease 

to praise him; 

I’ll shout it 

while eternity rolls. 



Refrain 

He touched me, 

O he touched me, 

and O the joy 

that floods my soul! 

He Touched Me  

(Refrain) 



Something happened, 

and now I know, 

he touched me 

and made me whole. 



THE GARDEN WALK 


